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Yesterday at 7.09 PM - @

Routinely checking our research gear and found this under
the Gisborne wharf today. This is the largest species of rock
lobster in the world (Sagmariasus verreauxi). Lucky ones
grow to 15kgs and a metre long! Sadly, all the toxic runoff
from the log storage bowls them over long before that.
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Consent granted
for variation to

yard monitoring
‘Maori bitterly disappointed’

by John Jones

MAORI groups are “bitterly
disappointed” that Eastland Port has
been granted variations to a resource
consent for the monitoring of water
quality around its southern log yard,
and say the potential for pollution is
unacceptable.

A reserved decision from independent
commissioner Peter Callender grants the
company’s application for the variation
to the four conditions to the company’s
discharge consent, subject to a number of
conditions.

Eastland Port general manager Andrew
Gaddum says the decision now aligns the
port’s southern log yard consents with
recognised Australasian standards and
the underlying intent of the Resource
Management Act, “striking the right
balance between environmental outcomes
and the need to pragmatically operate
an important community-owned regional
asset”.

However, Te Runanga o Turanganui
a Kiwa and Ngati Oneone spokesman

NnNoawsy . __4

Ian Ruru says Maori are “bitterly
disappointed” with the decision to relax
Eastland Port’s pollution levels.

“Mixing zones and dilution levels have
increased in spite of our pleas for the
opposite,” he says of water quality around
the inner harbour.

“The fundamental problem is the abuse
of the term ‘reasonable mixing zones’ as
that was written in the RMA in 1991.

“Back in 1991 it was reasonable
to smoke a pack of cigarettes a day.

Our community no longer finds that
reasonable and nor do we find polluting
Kaiti Beach to save a few dollars
reasonable, either. We remain steadfast
that dilution is not the solution to
pollution.”

At the hearing in May at which
the company sought variations to the
consent, iwi claimed that the log yards
were affecting water quality and aquatic
life.

Speaking then on behalf of Te Runanga
o Turanganui-a-Kiwa and Ngati Oneone,
Mr Ruru accused the company of a
“history of broken promises” and said
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Port rejects
claim that
log yards
pollute sea

Impact on aquatic life in dispute

by John Jones

CLAIMS that Eastland Port’s
log yards are causing pollution and
affecting water quality and aquatic life
have been denied at a hearing before
an independent commissioner.

Speaking on behalf of Te Runanga
o Turanganui a Kiwa and Ngati
One One, Ian Ruru accused the
port company of a history of broken
promises and said they were trying to
shift the goalposts in their attempt to
change the conditions of the consent for
the southern log yard.

In response, consultants for the
port company said there was no firm
evidence of the claimed decline in
aquatic life within the port, and not
all contaminants found in stormwater
originated from the log yard.

The port is seeking to

environment.

The port company had operated
the inner harbour log yard illegally
and without discharge consents for 27
years, he said. There was a track record
of habitual non-compliance of consent
conditions with the Kaiti Beach and
Crawford Road log yards.

The proposed water quality limits in
the consent were a step backwards, he
said.

He was speaking on behalf of people
who “knew this area like the back of
their hands”, he said.

He had spent 20 years paddle-
boarding and diving in the area and
had noticed that the biggest change
came from the introduction of logs.

Referring to the finding of a rare
juvenile packhorse lobster at the port,
he said he saw that as a sign saying

“we are here, we are

have variations to four
of the conditions for
the monitoring of water
quality for its southern
log yard.

& Dilution is not the
solution to pollution ?

struggling, it is not a
place where we thrive”.
“Absence of evidence
is not evidence of
absence,” he said.

The Gishorne
District Council staff
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“Dilution is not the
solution to pollution.”
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