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Lhe Strength of Kaha-Neuny
Cne dav the famous ancestor Kahu-ngonu asked his wite to connh
and dress his hair, He lay on the ground so that she could WOTK in
comfort, but though she combed the hair from moming until
everung, she was unable to subdue it,

The next day she set 1o work again,  This time it was manageahls,
and the comb ran casily through it. She gathered it into a knot and
rubbed 1t with oil which was contained in g paua shell,

Alter the contents of the shell had been used, Kahu's hair was still
stiff. She held it between ber knees and bound it with [ax, but the
(lax broke as soon as she released the topknot. Kahu-ngunu
advised her to get his girdle, which was made of the sirongest tlax
which grows only at Tauranga and at last she way able to subdue
11.

{n visiting 4 distant pa, Fahu-ngums promosed that SYVEryune
should go 1o collect fern root. When they had secured a large
quantity, they wanted to tie it np in bundles and carry them home,
but Kahu insisted that they go back at once and legve him with the
fern root.

As soon as the people were out of sight, he collected all the fern
root together, tied it into one vast bundle, shouldered it, and
cartied 1t to the village. Above the kainga therc was a precipice
called Tawapata. He went to the edge, undid the fastenings, and
let the fern rool cascade down into the pa.

S0 great was the quantity that it filled the courtyard and was piled
in drifts against the houses and palisades, '




On another vccasion he persuaded them to make baskets to hold
paua shells. He watched the shags as they dived into the water,
disappearing for a long time hefore coming to the surlace.
Kahu-ngunu held his breath and counted, training himsell until at
length he was able to hold air in his lungs while shag dived and
emerged three times Fony the water. Then he swam underwater
filled all the baskets with shellfish, lastening some to his head and
hody,

He swam ashore and made an offering 10 the e0ds of the paua that
hung on his sacred head, Those that were on his hody were eaten
by the people; but when they came to drag the baskets of shellfish
ashorc, there were so many that it was beyond their strength. They
had to summon friends from other villages to help them complete
the task,
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THE STRENGTH OF
i KAHUNCUNU
SEQUENCE li————————————f

umber these parts of the Slory w their comrect order: T IEEIE'!! §TUDI =

Chi visiting a distant P, Kabungm, proposed
that everyene should coifect fern rom

? SR BN BN

Make uUp o speech thet
Kahungunu may have
made when he delfiverad
the fern roois,

~ Kehungunu asked his wifs ' comb and drese
|z fair

She: combed his hair from Morning unti CVemifg,
Lt wes vnable to subdug it,

uhe zathered it inta » knot and rubbed j

at muritional gges they haye.
bt them.

I g 4 SEIERCE W
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* Do ;s Te and d: .
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Kabunguny collecred the fern root together sod ma ont w

Fle weent Lo the edge and threw

the Bucnt Hax S B e
down nnto the pa. TFAF
CLOZE READING QUESTIONS
l 1. Who are the Man characterg?
2. What did Kabumgnpn ask hjs wife to do?
I 3. What did the wife b i fe hair?
ART 1 What happened 1o Kalumginmg’s haips
l ‘i . What did Kahungm advise his wife 1o e his hair witl?
; G Dnd it worle i
Make a murat of the 7. Name one of Kahungunu’s stronefiys i
Penple collectmg the 8. Name the birds that Kahtmoumy :l._watl::hed_
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Diraw the sea soene
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WRITTEN LANGUAGE
for fish. .
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3 e ]
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Tamaten Ure-Haes
1he lad Tamatea was born to be an explorer. FHe had in his veins
the blood of a Pacific (Ocean Viking, his erandiather. and the blaad
ol'ome who could sinde over geographical obstacles, his father He
was ant industriows lad, but blood will well, and as soon as he came
to manhood he commenced organising an z:*s:pudmf}:u to explore
-Il'tt' Jd.]lu.

Ile first built a large canoe and named it afler the oripinal
Takitimu. He chose as his crew forty able-bidied men as bold as
himsell, and set out to cruise around the island. He called at many
places and made the acquaintance of the people living in T
parls of the 1sland.

[t seems that he was a good and (Hendly fellow who had 2 tacili by
(or makang Imends. His tour concluded at Rangaunu, near Kaitaia,
where he and Kaun, his foreman of works in the building of the
canoe, both settled down. Perbaps it was the beauty of the ladics of
the land that caused him to make his home in the north, for he
married the three daughters of Tra und Tekerauwahine, namely, Te
Cnoono-i-whao, [wipupu and Te Moana-i-kagia, whose scnealogy
can be traced in the history of Kahungum.

The importance of this marriage to the province that we now know
as Hawke’s Bay, and indeed the whole of the East Coast, lies in the
tact that a male child named Kahungunu was born to him by his
wife lwipupu, Other children were bom to him, Whacne, a male,
the child of TeOnoono-i-whag Haumanga and R anginui, the
children of Te Moana-i-kauia.

A claym has been made that the child Kalmngunu was bom in the
Tauranga district and not n the north, | fowever, it secms
reasonably certain that he was bom at Kaitaia,




For around the story of his birth is wrapped the story of the
turbulent period through which Tarnatea-1ire-haca and his

household passed before they fled rather than luce the Erowing
wrath of the Northerners,

The fact is that Tamatea was an miterloper, All mighi have heen
well had Tama used discretion in making his claims, but he scems
tev have taken oo much for pranted regarding his right 1o the land
and its products. Being an adventurer himself, he had already
gathered around him many of the more turbulent yvoung men of the
district, and with these in his pa Tamatca probably imagined
himsclf to be possessed of more than he had a right to,

Alter marrying his wile, Iwipupu, Tamatea took her to Lthe
mamland Lo feast on the wild pigeons of Takahue. His pa,
Tinotino, was built at Orongotea, and it was here that the hoy
Kahungunu was born. When the child’s navel string or umbilical
cord (pito) dropped off, the father took and buried ii with threc
sacred pebbles (whatu-kura) in the carth near the P, thus using 1t
as an Tho-whenua, or binding link, between the man and the soil,

Tealous of their local property rights, the MNorthlanders regarded the
act as most high handed. Tamatea and his men also made serious
inroads into the food supply by takinge the wood pigeons in very
£real quantity indeed thal the name of the district became changed
from O-Romgo-tea (bright news) to Kaitaia (food in abundance),

The Northerners commenced plans to ¢ect Tamatea and his people
before the latter should become too powerful, These measures
involved the building of fighting pas throughout the district at
Whangape, Ranganu, Herekino, Ahipara, Hukatere and
Rangraohia. In particular, one Northerner named Ruakerepeti Ied
the agitation against Tamates.




Seeing himself being slowly hemmed in, Tama realised that he
could not hope o stand against such measures. 1le therefore
decided upon a strategic evacuation of the land, and his stratepy
aimed al making the land he was himself denied unfit for
habitation by others,

Although this part of the Northland is only about 20 miles from
Coast 1o coast, yet much of it 1s very low lying and subject o
floods. The editor of these lines has very clear personal
recollection of serious Mlooding in the Kaitaia district, and nearer
Kaitaia district and nearer Mangonui in 1924, these Moods covered
the whole of the rich Kaitaia dairying flats, and gentle streams in
inland vallevs became raping Lomrents, destroving bridees and
doing much other damage.

Roughly 500 years ago then, Tamatea-Ure-haea, in his “dog-in-
the-manger™ attitude, decided to ruin this tract by flooding it. He
and his men commenced dizging a canal to allow the sea to Qow
indand and swamp the low country.

Another version of the story is that he made the channel (o allow
the Kaitaia stream to flow over the land. Whatever (he plan it was
never finished, The tools were made of wood and stone and the
undertaking was a huge one. Obstructions were mel that broke the
implements and the job was abandoned. From this incident in
northern history two savings have been preserved and brought mto
move or less seneral yse.

They are - "L Kaun L Kua whati nga toki”

(Oh Kauril these adzes arc broken)




and “Wartho ra kia whaii dltd, & whati ana ki mahi ray g lama a
Tawake™

{T.et them break. They are broken in the numerous tasks of
the som of Tawake).

We are told that evidence of Tamates’s aboriive undertaking can
still be scen in the Kaitaia distict.

We add further details to the story of this famous ancestor by
quoting the words of 1lare [ Ion g1 (Mr H. M Stowell, of
Wellington), whose knowledge of Maori history and traditions is
profound. In an article dealing with the life of Tamateq 1nd
Kahungunu, Mr, Stowell has written:

“Tamatca had had a splendid Sca-gomg canoe huill at Whangaroa,
and there with 70 picked men he cmbarked m it bound for
Tanranga (East Coast). In order to dispose of him and (o be lefi
free to treat ol his Kaitaia-borm son Kahvhunuhunu, we will iV
ter i this paragraph and show how (Tamarcreti cxcepted) he
became the most famous navigator of purcly Maori history,

From Tauranga, Tamatea sailed south on 4 praject of
aircumnavigating the Nuku-roa (North and South Islands of N.Z).
Al times with a few companions he walked, sendin g the canog
forwards. from bay to bay. Tn that way he reached Te Whanganui-
a-Tara (now Wellington Harbour),

He then crossed Rankaws (Cook Strait), and reaching the Last
Curast of the South [sland proceeded southwards in the same WHY,
that 1s, partly by walking. partly canoeing. Arriving al Muruhikuy
(compare Muriwhenua), he tumed westwards and coasted down its
West Coast. For he found that OWINg 10 its roughness and steps it
was 1mpossible to walk anv co tsiderable portions ol it

__*




On reaching its Arapaoa (Cape Farewell), he steered a strai ¢ht
course for Whanganui, where he staved awhile, He then proceeded
north passing the Waikato and Kaipara Heads, and called in at
Hokianga. From there he sailed along, rounding the North Cape,
and retumned 1o his starims point. Fanrrangry. o
He had circumnavigated the Nukuroa, We are told that it is 1,000
miles in length. To circumnavigale its capes and headlands e
would need to cover some 3,000 miles, a bold and hazardous
undertaking. From that splendid accomplishment he got his third
and fourth names, and of these his descendants are particularly
proud: Tamatea-Pokai-Whenua and Tamatea-Pokai-Moana

(or Tamatea who circled the mainland’s and Tamatea whao
circumnavigated the oceans).

I'have alrcady indicated that Tamatea was and 15 well known
throughout both Islands. M any coastal spols and places of the
mterier, visited by the indomitable exploter, are named o
commnemorate him.

lamatea now took his family on board the canve, and turned again
to the East Coast. They tarried for a while at Te Aurere, from
which place can be scen the rock of Nukutaurua, at the entrance to
the Mangonui Harbour, Some of the local people tricd to Persuade
Tamatea and his party to remain with them but Tamates replied,
“He rangai Maomao ka taka ki toa o Nukutaurz e kore a muri ¢
(a shoal of Maomao fish that passcs beyond Nukuwlaurua never
returns),

On reaching Tauranga he landed at kawhat-nui, where his
grandfather, the carlier Tamatea had settled and thed. The party
hived for some time in the pa M angatawa.




Bul Tamates I was a restless sparil, and when next, the urge 1o
wander came 1o him he decided 1o teavel by land rather than b ¥
sed, With a small party he proceeded dawn the 1sland via Opotiks
until he reached the Tleretann ga country, where he became wel]
acquamted with the people of the land For a while he rested on
the small island named Tapu-te-ranga (Warchman Island) in the
Whanganui-a-roty lagoon, now known g the Napier inner
harbour.

I'rom here he explored inland. He wiss faced with starvation when
he reached Pohokura on the Ruahinge Mountaing, and. it 1 reporied
that he looked towards the seq and imagined the sereaming of the
scagulls over Tapu-te-ranga. He exclaimed “Oh, the thought of
eatmg the thick sided flounders of | i~tre (Roto-o-kuri Tsland in the
Napicr harbour), the femn root at Pukchou (Petance) the fat rats at
Ramarcke (near Aropoan ui}, and the glutinous paua nearby,”

However, to his credit he tumed frour the Meshpols of T lawke '3
Bay and continued across the Fangos o the Manawaty and
Wellington districts. {Ie later retumned to his starting point.
Tamatea-Tre-haea goes down in history as the Maori Marco Polao.
He reccived recognition for his cxplorations in the new nane
given to him, that nf"l'ﬂmateammlr;m—wheuu:i_ or Tamatca the
explarer of the land.

The circomstances of the death af this important ancestor Seems Lo
be obscure. Some authorities tel] us that it happened during an
exploratory tour of the inland walerways of the North Island.
Pokal. to use his middle name and thus again distinenished him
from his grandfather Tamatea-mai-tawhiti, canged up the
Whanganui River and somehow dragged his vessel overland inte 'i
Lake Taupo,




O perhaps he made another canoe on Taupo's shore. He left Taupa
by that great waterway the Waikato River Ilere he came o grief,
some say at Huku Falls, and others at the Aratiatia rapids. Those
miterested in the story should read Mr. T ambert’s note on page 259
of Ofd Wairoa. He is not the on ly explorer whose passing 1s
shronded m uncertainty, and the fact that we carnoL name his
grave docs not lessen our reverence for this carly Maori tn whose
heart was the spirit o wanderlust.




The Last Days of Tamatea.
Tamatea-Pokai- Whenua, the explorer who travelled throughout the
islands ol Aotearoa, came at length to the inner harbour at Napier
with his no less famous son Kahu-ngunu,
They stayed lor a while on the island of Tapuo-le-ranga, later
_knownas The Watcman, where they had two unusual pets, one a
tuatara lizard and the other a huge crayfish.

Aller spending some time there enjoving the company of their
pets, they decided that they would give them their frecdom,

The crayiish was released in a Jarge hole in the stream at
Puna-awalea, and the tuatara was placed in a cave at Pohokurg on
the Ruahine Range,

A grecnslone image was tied round its neck and a tree named
pohulcara was planted near the entrance of the cave. It is apcless,
this ancient tnatara, and still inhahits the cave, roaring with a loud
voice when storms are about to sweep over the range.

T'he explorers travelled across the island to Whanganui, where they
quarrclled, and Kahu-ngunu left his father.

Tamatea went up the Whanganui River in his canoe, crossed Lake
Taupo and, at the outlet of Waikato River, boasted that he could
take his canoe down the rapids. His people tried to dissuade him,
but Tamalea was confident of the stoutness of his canoe the
Uapko.

With thirty men aboard the canoc was paddled down the river,
Presently the current took charge of the Tapiko and swepl 1t at
moercasing speed botween the rocky walls of the canyon that ends
m Lhe thundering glissade ol the Huka Falls,

Rirwai, one of the crew, made a desperale leap and reached the
bank, while the canoe sped onwards, tossed to and fro in the piant
hands of the river, and was engulfed in the falls.




Tamatea and his men were never seen again, but there 1s a rock by
the [alls which is said to be the Uapiko canoe standing as a
memorial to Tamatea's vain boasting.

However, there is another ending to the lale which 18 widely
believed. Tt tells how the canoe was swept into the mighty
cataract, tossed o and fro on the Aratiatia Rapids and wrecked,
but that the men struggled to the bank and were saved.

The Tamatea spoke the words that helittle the mighty river, and
have become a proverh: "Ah! We had no accident when we
croased the great ocean of Kiwa, but when we come to a river 5o
small that it could run through the lashing hole of a canoe, we are
wrecked™.
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